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40 years is quite something.

The Outreach Foundation took shape in 1979 
with a vision to reclaim evangelism and mission as 
Presbyterian priorities. Since then, Outreach has 
distributed more than $125 million to over 50 global 
partners in 37 countries in support of what our founders 
called “Christ-centered evangelistic mission.”

Whether it be a 40th birthday or a 40th wedding 
anniversary, the number 40 is cause for celebration. 
It brings about a gathering in one form or another. It 
shouldn’t surprise us that the number 40 in the Bible 
is mentioned over 140 times. Generally, it references 

a special work of God. Sometimes it refers to a 
period of preparation, testing, or trial. Moses and the 
Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, 
a generation. Moses was on Mount Sinai for 40 days 
and nights before receiving the 10 commandments. 
He sent spies, for 40 days, to investigate the land 
God promised the Israelites as an inheritance. The 
prophet Jonah powerfully warned ancient Nineveh 
for 40 days. Jesus was tempted 40 days and nights. 
He also appeared to his disciples and others for 40 
days after his resurrection from the dead.

The mission of The Outreach Foundation is engaging 
Presbyterians and global partners in proclaiming the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Outreach seeks to build the 

capacity of global church partners, send and support 
missionaries, care for vulnerable children, expand 
support for mission, and transform lives through 
mission involvement.

The congregations and individuals who make up 
The Outreach Foundation have been engaged in God’s 
mission for 40 years, and that is quite something. For 
40 years God has worked through us and in us to help, 
build, and transform the world for Jesus Christ. 
Quite something. 

Mark Mueller
Director of Development
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40
The Outreach Foundation Celebrates its 40th Anniversary in 2019

Executive Director Rob Weingartner 
giving Dr. Alex Booth a gift on his 
80th birthday

Outreach Board Meeting in March 1994
Former Executive Director Rev. Dr. Bill 
Bryant with Rev. Dr. Jefferson Ritchie



About The Outreach Foundation
The Outreach Foundation engages Presbyterians 
and global partners in proclaiming the good news 
of Jesus Christ. Because our ministry is Kingdom 
work, not denominational work, we work with PC 
(USA), EPC, ECO, Fellowship Community congre- 
gations and others. We help congregations build 
long-term partnerships with the global church 
that are mutually transformational. Every person, 
project and partnership we support is directly 
involved in sharing the Gospel in word and deed.

Our work depends entirely upon the involvement 
and financial support of mission-minded individ- 
uals, congregations and organizations. We receive 
gifts in our office and disburse them to partners 
around the world. Established in 1979, The 
Outreach Foundation is independently governed 
by a Board of Trustees, all of whom are pastors 
or officers in their respective congregations.

Our Mission
Connecting Presbyterians to build 
the church’s capacity to proclaim 

the Good News of Jesus Christ

Our Convictions
Committed to the historic Christian faith as 
it is revealed in God’s Word and expressed by 
the ecumenical creeds and in the Reformed 
confessions, we affirm that

• Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Savior.
• God’s grace in Jesus Christ is for all people.
•  The church exists for God’s glory and 

God’s mission. 
•  Discipleship and mission are the calling 

of every follower of Jesus. 
•  God connects us in mission through 

relationships of mutual respect and support.
•  The Holy Spirit empowers the church to 

bear witness to the Good News by its 
life words and deeds.

Our Priorities
Helping the church live out its missional calling 

Building the mission capacity of the global
church, especially where the church is vulnerable 
or growing rapidly, as together we

• cultivate deep, long-term relationships
• support the work of missionaries
•  help each other equip leaders, plant and 

build churches, and strengthen ministries 
of compassion 

Transforming lives through mission involvement

Reaching Out
Reaching Out is published three times per year
by The Outreach Foundation to inform friends and 
donors about our involvement in God’s mission. 
Subscriptions are offered free of charge upon 
request. To request a complimentary subscrip- 
tion, inform us of an address or name change, 
or for more information about our ministry, 
please contact us.

The Outreach Foundation
381 Riverside Drive, Suite 110
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invite you to travel with The Outreach Foundation to spend time with our global partners – to 
encourage and be encouraged! Come with us to see how God is at work.

• Costa Rica: Worship and Mission in Action .............................................March 14 – 19

• Cuba Vision Trip .......................................................................Dates To Be Determined

• Holistic Evangelism in Tete Province (Trip is Full) .......................................June 3 – 13

• Lebanon: Faithful Women on the Road ..................................................... August 3 – 11

• Iranians in Diaspora ...........................................................................September 6 – 17

• China: Remarkable Faithfulness and Growth ............................ October 22 – November 4

•  Ethiopia: A Vision-Casting Mission Trip
for Emerging Presbyterian Leaders ......................................... October 28 – November 9

• Egypt ................................................................................... October 31 – November 11

• Kenya/East Africa ..............................................................................November 11 – 22

• Iraq ............................................................................................................... Fall 2019

Visit www.theoutreachfoundation.org to apply to join us on a trip or 
email Lisa Dill at lisa@theoutreachfoundation.org for more information. 

hroughout our 40 years of work in mission, 
Outreach has formed relationships that produce 

some important learning and fascinating conver- 
sations. Listen in on what Outreach folks and their 
friends are talking about in the brand new podcast.

Hear the first episodes of Changing Mission, a
podcast by The Outreach Foundation, by visiting
www.theoutreachfoundation.org/podcast or search
“Changing Mission” in the Apple podcasts app.

Stay tuned for new podcast episodes on the last 
Thursday of every month throughout 2019 as our 
leadership team, mission staff, global partners, Out- 
reach friends, and more share their experiences of how 
The Outreach Foundation, with your help, connects 
God’s people around the world. 

The Outreach Foundation launches 
Changing Mission podcast

Travel with Outreach in 2019

Connecting Christians in the U.S. to churches around the world…

T
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Outreach Foundation is blessed to have 
many supporters who share their gifts 

with our global mission partners. It is amazing to 
learn the ways that God moves in their lives and 
prompts them to help their brothers and sisters half a 
world away. These stories act as a reminder that a 
small group or a single person can affect real change.

One such unique story comes from Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in St. Augustine, Florida where 
Sew and Sow, a women’s sewing group, gathers to
sew, knit, and crochet items for people in need. Sew 
and Sow has been making blankets, quilts, and clothes 
since 2005. They have given items to hurricane 
victims, to communities in Appalachia, Kenya, Haiti, 
and more. But in the fall of 2018, they decided to 
give a different kind of gift.

In October, Sebber Banda and the late Rev. Nedson 
Zulu visited Memorial Presbyterian Church to speak 
about their Holistic Evangelism work in Tete Province, 
Mozambique. Sebber spoke passionately about women 
who are learning to sew. This message connected 
with two of the Sew and Sow group members, Mrs. 
Charlotte Shaw and Mrs. Carol Saunders. They talked 
with Sebber afterward and asked how they could 
help. Sebber told them that there were fifty women 
signed up to learn, but that there were not enough 
sewing machines.

At their next meeting, the whole sewing group 
decided to take up a collection. This time, instead of 
donating the things they make, Sew and Sow would 
donate a sewing machine. Mrs. Saunders said, “The 
entire sewing group understood how exciting this was 
and wanted to be a part of giving someone a chance 
to earn a livelihood.”

After one simple conversation, their small group 
of fourteen women gathered funds to send to Tete 
Province to purchase sewing machines. Mrs. Shaw said, 
“We are thrilled to be able to give this kind of gift. We 
hope and pray that many more sewing machines make 
their way to these women in Mozambique.” Their 

donation will allow women not only to learn to make 
their own clothes, but to sell items and provide income 
for themselves and their families.

Along with small groups, like Sew and Sow, indi- 
viduals who have a passion for God’s mission can 
also impact great change. One such individual who 
gave in a unique way is Susanna Black.

Susanna had been attending Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in New York. Over the years, she had 
taken mission trips with her church and decided to 
join them on another, to Madagascar. There she met 
Dan and Elizabeth Turk, missionaries whom Outreach 
helps to support.

While in Madagascar, Susanna asked Dan and 
Elizabeth what some of the areas of greatest need 
were. The Turks described several different projects 
that need support, but Susanna became particularly 
interested in the FJKM Fruit Tree ministry. The pro- 
ject helps low-income farmers improve their lives. 
Susanna loved that the program allows the people who 
are planting, growing, and selling the fruit to move 
away from poverty and have a more hopeful future. 
She said, “To me it’s very exciting to be able to see 
these people take that next step” toward a sustainable 
life. So, she decided she wanted to support that 
ministry, and God provided the way for her to do so.

Prior to her trip to Madagascar, Susanna learned 
that her company would be moving her to Arizona. 
After she returned, she was able to sell her apartment 
in New York. She sold properties before when her 
company moved her, but this was the first time she 
made a profit. So, Susanna decided to tithe on that 
profit and gave her tithe entirely to the FJKM Fruit 
Tree ministry. Through that kind of generosity, this 
project can continue to improve food security and 
provide income for those in need.

Through the actions of people like Susanna Black 
and groups like Sew and Sow, we are all reminded 
that God can use one person, one conversation in 
pouring out blessings around the world. 

Sharing God’s Blessing: 
Unique Stories of Giving

The

Sew and Sow group with quilts 
they made and donated

FJKM Fruit Tree farmer, 
Cyril Rakotoarimanana, with his 
tangerine crops
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On January 1, five new trustees and three returning trustees took 
up their responsibilities as members of the Board of Trustees of 
The Outreach Foundation.

The new trustees include Joy Boone, member of Bethel Presbyterian
Church (Cornelius, NC), Bob Crist, a member and former chief admin-
istrative officer of the Bellevue Presbyterian Church (Bellevue, WA), 
Rev. Dr. Lisa Culpepper, pastor, St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church
(Hemingway, SC), Rev. Dr. Bob Fuller, senior pastor of First
Presbyterian Church (San Antonio, TX) and Tom King, elder at
Bristol Presbyterian Church (Bristol, TN).

Those returning to board service after a time away from the board 
are Rev. Dr. Jack Baca, senior pastor, Village Church (Rancho Santa
Fe, CA), Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley, senior minister, South Highland PC
(Birmingham, AL) and David Wood, a commissioned lay pastor and
member of First Presbyterian Church (Nashville, TN). 
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TO KNOW


