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know Iran is one of the most closed and secretive nations in the Middle East and perhaps the 
world. Strict in its Islamic culture and history, Iran is known for an extremely low tolerance of  

Christians, and no tolerance for Muslims leaving their traditional faith to become believers in Jesus Christ.
But, as you might expect, our loving God sees it differently. He sees a people in need of the saving 

Grace of Jesus Christ. Read this slowly to absorb it: Iran has the highest percentage (of the population) 
growth rate of Christianity in the entire world! In fact, more Iranians have come to Christ in the last 17 
years than in the previous 1,400 years combined. Although we know that with God, all things are 
possible, it’s almost unfathomable to comprehend. So, how is he doing it? Two major ways:

1.  God is using dreams and visions with Iranian Muslims to bring them to him and he’s built an infra-
structure to support them after their conversion. Story after story is told of young and old who have 
seen Jesus in dreams and visions and renounced their faith to become Christians, despite the danger 
of persecution, imprisonment, and possibly even death. As an example of God’s use of dreams and 
visions, read the companion story to the right. But dream conversion isn’t enough. These new Iranian 
Christians need to be led and fed. To do so, God initiated an “exploding” system of underground 
house churches. They are typically small –six to ten people. Brave and courageous Iranian Christians 
set up the churches. Their leadership comes from individuals who receive training through most 
unusual and innovative techniques as described in #2 below. There are literally thousands of 
underground churches serving tens of thousands of Iranian Christians. Praise God!

We

What in the World is God Doing in Iran?
Dreaming of Jesus
Hussein came from a fanatically religious Muslim family 
in Iran. He zealously defended his religion and was highly 
intolerant of those who did not have similar beliefs. So 
radical was his thinking that when he learned that his 
brother-in-law, Mohammad, became a believer in Jesus, he  
set out to reconvert him or deal with the infidel. Mohammad  
would not renounce his faith in Jesus. One dark night, 
Hussein stalked Mohammad and stabbed him in the back, 
saying “I will not leave here until I have killed you as an 
apostate.” Hussein was thwarted in his work by passersby. 
Mohammad survived after a long convalescence.

Tensions continued for five years between Hussein and  
his brother-in-law, who recovered from the vicious attack. 
But in June 2017, the Lord worked in Hussein through a 
dream. In the dream, he was lying on the ground with many 
demonic monsters torturing him. One of the creatures grabbed 
his throat to strangle him. Hussein began to call out all the 
names of the prophets that he could remember. But there 
was no answer until he was about to breathe his last and 
he said,”Oh Jesus Christ, if you exist save me!” Suddenly 
he saw Christ appear. Jesus cast the demonic creatures to 
one side and took Hussein by the hand and embraced him. 
Hussein then fell at the feet of Jesus and worshiped him.

When Hussein awoke from the dream, he was very much  
afraid. But when he remembered that Jesus took him in his  
arms and embraced him, he became hopeful. He found comfort  
in the fact that after all his opposition to Christ and Christians,  
salvation was possible for him. The next morning Hussein 
made his way to Mohammad’s house where he embraced him 
and with many tears asked Mohammad for his forgiveness. 
And in their presence, he gave his heart to Christ.    

Iranians in Tehran house 
church gathered to watch, 
“My House, My Church.”

This miraculous story was shared by  
a PARS Theological Center student.
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continued on next page...

On the set of “My House, My Church,” a worship service in Farsi.

The Outreach Foundation enjoys relationships with global partners in 37 countries on five continents. Having such broad geographic representation gives us 
opportunity to be involved in God’s work around the world. Currently, one part of the world receives a great deal of news coverage and generates concern  
in many people’s hearts: the Middle East. Because of this we are devoting this issue to sharing good news of what God is doing in the Middle East. Through  
his people, compelling work is being done in the face of great difficulty. On our website, read more about all our partners in the countries where we serve. 
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have given sacrificially to get the walls up. One of the 
elders gave even the money he had saved to buy his 
coffin to help build the new church.  

We had come to Egypt to encourage Presbyterian 
pastors and churches who minister the gospel in difficult  
circumstances. Instead, we were the ones that were 
encouraged and challenged by the big faith and big 
vision of pastors and churches in towns and villages 
like Moassat, Zagazig, and Adaima who are obeying 
God’s call to look beyond difficult circumstances and 
beyond their walls to extend the love of Jesus to people 
in their communities.  

As we bid farewell to Pastor Ekram, we looked up 
and saw what we had not seen as we arrived – a big 
church with big dreams and big faith!  

Mary Lynne Nielson
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, Marietta, Georgia

About The Outreach Foundation
The Outreach Foundation engages Presbyterians  
and global partners in proclaiming the good news  
of Jesus Christ. Because our ministry is Kingdom  
work, not denominational work, we work with 
PC(USA), EPC, ECO, Fellowship Community con- 
gregations and others. We help congregations build 
long-term partnerships with the global church 
that are mutually transformational. Every person, 
project and partnership we support is directly 
involved in sharing the Gospel in word and deed. 

Our work depends entirely upon the involve- 
ment and financial support of mission-minded 
individuals, congregations and organizations. We  
receive gifts in our office and disburse them to  
partners around the world. Established in 1979,  
The Outreach Foundation is independently gover- 
ned by a Board of Trustees, all of whom are  
pastors or officers in their respective congregations.

Our Mission
Connecting Presbyterians to build the church’s  
capacity to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ

Our Convictions
Committed to the historic Christian faith as it 
is revealed in God’s Word and expressed by 
the ecumenical creeds and in the Reformed 
confessions, we affirm that 
• Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Savior. 
• God’s grace in Jesus Christ is for all people. 
•  The church exists for God’s glory and  

God’s mission. 
•  Discipleship and mission are the calling of 

every follower of Jesus. 
•  God connects us in mission through relationships  

of mutual respect and support. 
•  The Holy Spirit empowers the church to bear 

witness to the Good News by its life words  
and deeds. 

Our Priorities
Helping the church live out its missional calling 

Building the mission capacity of the global church, 
especially where the church is vulnerable or 
growing rapidly, as together we 
•  cultivate deep, long-term relationships 
•  support the work of missionaries 
•  help each other equip leaders, plant and  

build churches, and strengthen ministries  
of compassion 

Transforming lives through mission involvement

Reaching Out
Reaching Out is published three times per year by 
The Outreach Foundation to inform friends and  
donors about our involvement in God’s mission.  
Subscriptions are offered free of charge upon  
request. To request a complimentary subscription,  
inform us of an address or name change, or for 
more information about our ministry, please 
contact us.

The Outreach Foundation
381 Riverside Drive, Suite 110
Franklin, TN  37064
(615) 778-8881
info@theoutreachfoundation.org
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2.  God is using Iranians outside of Iran, called the 
Diaspora, to help in bringing the message of Jesus 
Christ to non-Christian Iranians and to strengthen 
faith and understanding of the believers. Scores of 
diaspora Iranians are involved in ministry to those 
still in the country. Outreach’s own mission staff 
member, Rev. Dr. Sasan Tavassoli, has dedicated 
the last thirty years of his life to bringing the Good 
News to Iranians. Sasan and others like him risk 
their lives to bring theological training, Bibles, 
publications, satellite TV programming, and one 
on one teaching to Iranians. Sasan hosts a TV 
show, My House, My Church, which is a worship 
service in Farsi, the official language of Iran. It is 
then broadcast via a 24 hour per day satellite TV 
station into Iran and other Middle East countries so 
Iranians can participate in worship. Sasan is also 
very involved with another Outreach partner, Pars 
Theological Center, an online seminary based in 
London to train Iranian church leaders. He and 
other faculty conduct theological courses for house 

church leaders, often in secret locations in Europe and 
the Middle East.  

Sasan has many stories of Iranian Muslims that have 
become Christ followers through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and satellite TV ministry. One woman living in 
Iran emailed to thank him for teaching her how to pray 
by watching his show, My House, My Church. She 
let him know she was still a Muslim, but his prayers 
taught her much about how to talk with her god. Sasan 
continued to exchange emails with her, sharing about 
the love of his God and how Jesus could change her 
life. Sasan connected her with phone counselors who 
continued to disciple her. He was overjoyed to read a 
subsequent email from her saying, “I now pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ!”

God is at work in our world despite what the news 
media wants you to know. He is an awesome God. Just 
look what he is doing in Iran.

For more on this topic and firsthand stories, go to the 
Outreach website (www.theoutreachfoundation.org) and 
scroll to the end of this same story.   

Big Dreams Big Faith

was Sunday morning and Cairo’s traffic was heavy.  
My husband Doug and I were in Egypt on a vision 

trip with a group from The Outreach Foundation. We 
were headed to church in Moassat, a new church in a 
“Christian ghetto” northeast of Cairo.   

When we arrived, we found dirt streets piled high with  
trash and many partially finished buildings. Moassat was  
very much a work in process. We parked and entered 
a building still under construction just as worship was 
ready to begin in a meeting room. We were greeted 
by the small congregation whose prayers and singing 
demonstrated their love for Jesus.

After service, Pastor Ekram and his elders were excited  
to show us their new church. We stepped out of the meet- 
ing room into a construction site. There were three rooms 
they especially wanted us to see. They were finished, 
painted, and furnished like exam rooms in a doctor’s 
office. This small church was on the verge of opening a 
clinic for their neighbors who could not afford to pay to 
see a doctor. They prioritized finishing the clinic above 
finishing their own church and worship space. The next 
priority was to finish space for a daycare program, also to 
serve their community. What a testimony of selfless love!

They led us through the unfinished lobby (concrete 
floors, brick walls, no windows yet) upstairs to unfinished  
rooms laid out for children’s ministry, then up to a 
sanctuary shell for 500 people. It had concrete floors 
and metal placeholders for windows, but you could tell 
they had a vision for a beautiful place to worship God. 
We were in awe.

You see, a year ago this building was a pile of dirt, 
and Moassat’s congregants are far from rich. They 
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Outreach team in the shell of the Moassat 
sanctuary, a work in progress.



Ed. Note: We are honored to have Dr. Mueller as 
a trustee of The Outreach Foundation. We asked 
him to comment on his experience as a trustee, 
especially in what he sees God doing in the world.

January 18, 2018, I arrived home from 
an Outreach Foundation sponsored trip 

to Lebanon and Syria. Like other trips (this is my 
eighth) this journey was spectacular in so many 
ways. Most noteworthy were the partners we met 
in the Middle East. Once again, I encountered 
some incredible people that will one day join the 
great cloud of witnesses mentioned in the Book 
of Hebrews.

I think back upon my conversations with 
Reverend Ibrahim Nseir of Aleppo, Syria. I met 
Ibrahim in Beirut, Lebanon. Reverend Ibrahim 
shepherds his flock in Aleppo even though his 
church was destroyed along with 75% of the city. 
But, because of his dedication to the people, they 
rebuilt the church to be a witness to Jesus Christ  
as Lord and Savior.

I also think about Reverend Feras Farah of 
Qamishli, Syria. His church is located in northeast 
Syria among Kurdish forces, ISIS, the Syrian 
army, Russian military and Turkish bombardment. 
Feras shepherds his flock with a contagious smile 
and a delightful demeanor. He is a rock star 
spreading the Gospel in a very hard place.

And, I cannot not forget Izdihar Kassis either. 
Izdihar lives in Zahle, Lebanon, near the United 
Nation’s refugee camps in southern Lebanon. Her 
work is unlike anything I have ever seen. With ten 
refugee camps housing as many as 6,000 in each 
camp, Izdihar ministers to 80 birthing mothers 
living in tents. In addition, she organizes sewing 
classes, computer groups and a keyboard ministry. 
She is an unpaid volunteer called by God to respond.  
Recently, Izdihar rented a parcel of land from a 
farmer where she envisioned a basketball court 
for the refugees. “There isn’t a basketball court 
for anyone in the camps,” she said. So, First 
Presbyterian Church in Valparaiso where I serve  
as pastor provided funds to build the court. Izdihar 
had the court built before I left the country to come  
home. Izdihar doesn’t always use words to spread 
the Gospel. She is the Gospel.  

Ibrahim, Feras and Izdihar are heroes of the 
faith for me. I am a better person, husband, father, 
pastor and trustee having met them. 

Everywhere I go in the Middle East, I meet the  
“bright lights” that Paul wrote about in Philippians.  
Every time I return to the States, I am compelled 
to complain less, pray more, and lavishly support 
these future saints of the great cloud. 

Rev. Dr. Mark Mueller
First Presbyterian Church, Valparaiso, Indiana

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  
let us also lay aside every weight…and let us run with endurance… 

the race that is set before us. – Hebrews 12:1

On

Egyptian Christians 
Respond with Grace

Mary Lynne and Doug (ctr) with others at the 
Moassat Church construction site. 

Palm Sunday bombing in Tanta
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scenes are too familiar. 68 churches and  
Christian ministries burned during a “night  

of terror.” Twenty-one Egyptian Christians in orange  
jumpsuits killed by ISIS on a Libyan beach. 44 persons  
killed when churches in Tanta and Alexandria are 
bombed on Palm Sunday. And it goes on.

In the face of threats, violence and death, Christians  
in Egypt have wrestled with how they will respond. 
They have decided together to respond with prayer, 
trust and forgiveness.

Non-Christians are noticing the grace that is being 
shown by Jesus’ followers. One television news anchor,  
upon hearing an interview with a Christian woman 
whose husband was killed in a bombing, exclaimed, 
“If it was my father, I could never forgive… These 
Christians are made from a different substance!”

Ramez Atallah of the Bible Society of Egypt writes,  
“In the face of all the recent attacks, we see again and  
again a Biblical response of mind-blowing forgiveness  
and love for the persecutors. The Egyptian media is 
full of articles and interviews showcasing the radical 
faith of simple Christian believers, and we hear the 
words of Jesus repeated over and over, broadcast on 
TV for all to hear.” 

Our partners in Egypt face great pressure and 
persecution. God’s grace shining through them is 
drawing others to Christ. Please pray for these dear 
brothers and sisters as they love in Christ’s name.  

Rob Weingartner, Executive Director

The

The Present Day Cloud of Witnesses

Izdihar Kassis

Feras Farah

Ibrahim Nseir
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New Trustees
We are pleased to introduce new trustees serving 
on the board of The Outreach Foundation.

 Caitlin O’Hare is a life-long member of 
West Hills Church in Omaha and serves as 
their Director of Mission Ministry through 
which she fosters West Hills’ relationship 
with Westgate Elementary School and 
neighborhood, and the congregation’s other 
local and global partnerships, including with 
the Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Cairo. She and her husband Branden have  
a son, Calvin (2).

 Abigail McConnell is a member of First 
Presbyterian Church of Colorado Springs. 
She serves as Executive Director of Touch 
of Love International, a Christian nonprofit 
specializing in microloans and development 
in poor communities, and also serves on the 
Global Engagement Team of FPC, where her 
husband Tim is lead pastor. They have four 
children, Ellie (19), Jack (17), Peter (10), 
and Liam (8).

2017 Alternative  
Christmas Gifts Update
We are so grateful for your prayers, gifts and 
partnership in God’s work in the world in 2017. 
Thanks to your generosity with alternative 
Christmas giving, food parcels were given 
to Iraqi Christian refugee families in Jordan; 
buckets for cistern construction were supplied 
to help bring life giving water to families 
in Mexico; and Kindles for the Linda Ross 
Library in Kenya were provided for the girls to 
have electronic versions of books not available 
in the library. The Long Sisters’ Project in 
Mozambique that we shared with you in the  
Fall 2017 Reaching Out has raised over 
$25,000 towards a well and a school, thanks  
be to God! More than 130 mission partners 
in 37 countries have been touched by your 
provision and faithfulness. Look for a full 
accounting of these stories and more in the 
Spring/Summer issue of Reaching Out.

www.theoutreachfoundation.org

The Outreach Foundation visited global partners in 30 countries in 2017.  
Old friendships were reaffirmed and new friendships were formed. Prayers were  
shared. Laughter – and tears – were also shared. Perhaps the best testimonies 
come from some of the travelers themselves:

“ I believe the people of Ghana have much to teach us, and I look forward to learning 
from them and being inspired by them.”  Ghana traveler

“ The most significant part of the trip was being introduced to many worthy 
ministries in Lebanon/Syria. There were clear personal connections between  
The Outreach Foundation and these ministries.”  Lebanon traveler

Come and go with us as we continue to connect God’s people all over the world. Contact 
Lisa at lisa@theoutreachfoundation.org for trip details and additional information.

• London and Birmingham, England: Iranians in Diaspora ..................................May 11-18, 2018
• Mozambique .............................................................................................................. June 11-21, 2018
• Faithful Women on the Road: Lebanon (Waiting List Only) ................................July 18-30, 2018
•  Brazil: Being and Making Disciples: The Essence of Mission ...................... August 24-31, 2018
•  Zimbabwe and Zambia: Ministries Serving 

Vulnerable Children and Families ................................................August 28–September 10, 2018
• Cuba Vision Trip .............................................................................................September 12-20, 2018
• Pakistan ......call 615-778-8881 or email lisa@theoutreachfoundation.org for more information
• Iraq: A Journey of Solidarity ............................................................................... October 8-18, 2018
•  China: Remarkable Faithfulness and Growth .............October 15-27, 2018 (subject to change)
• A Mission-Vision Trip to Egypt ....................................................................... November 1-12, 2018

Good to Know

Travel with The Outreach 
Foundation in 2018
God connects us in mission through relationships of mutual respect and support.

Using buckets to construct cisterns  
which bring water to families in Mexico.


