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isters Rebekah and Anna Long from Palm City,  
Florida heard many stories about Tete Province, 

Mozambique, from their parents, John and Janet,  
who traveled there with an Outreach group in 2011. 
Rebekah, a sophomore at the University of Florida, 
and Anna, a senior in high school, decided they would  
also like to visit the African country. Scheduled to 
travel there twice, they were delayed by paperwork 
issues and civil unrest until, in God’s perfect timing, 
they could go with their uncle and aunt, Berry and 
Elizabeth Long, on an Outreach trip in June 2017. 

The Outreach Foundation has enjoyed a long partner- 
ship with the Presbyterian Church in Mozambique in 
a holistic evangelism project. Outreach Mission Staff  
Rev. Nedson Zulu, project manager, and Sebber Banda, 
public health nurse, manage the work there, which 
includes planting churches, building wells, and training  
evangelists, lay leaders, and health workers. Outreach  
trustee Berry and his wife, Elizabeth have such a love  
for the people and work in Mozambique that they 
coordinate that work for Outreach. They were delighted  
to travel with their nieces to introduce them to friends  

there and share the joy of deep and loving relationships  
with brothers and sisters in that country.

Once they arrived in Mozambique, the girls were 
glad they persevered with their travel plans. Rebekah 
enjoyed being with her Uncle Berry and Nedson, 
observing their close relationship. Co-workers with 
the same goal, the men are also very good friends who  
enjoy laughter and jokes as they partner in Kingdom 
work. Anna’s favorite times were playing with the 
children and attending joyful worship services which  
included dancing and singing. Both girls’ hearts were  
deeply touched by the people they met on their journey.

The girls returned home with an overwhelming 
passion to help. They realized there was more water 
in their backyard pool than was available to entire 
villages in Mozambique. They appreciated the blessing  
it is to have fresh water. They also now understood 
that everything in Tete Province depends on having 
water, including schools. So, they decided to launch  
an ambitious project to build both a well and a school in  
a village there. They consulted with Nedson and Berry  
and set a goal to raise $38,000, $10,000 for the well and  

$28,000 for the school. The girls prepared a video and  
PowerPoint presentation and began sharing the story 
with Sunday School classes. An anonymous donor 
offered to match whatever monies they raise, praise be 
to God! They have already reached 10% of their goal!

As summer drew to a close, Rebekah returned to  
Gainesville and Anna started her senior year of high 
school. These special sisters are continuing their 
fundraising efforts and are sharing their dream with 
others. If you are interested in helping Rebekah and  
Anna with this unique and worthy project, we invite you  
to send a gift to The Outreach Foundation designated  
Long Sisters’ Project in Mozambique or donate online  
by visiting our website: www.theoutreachfoundation.org  
and selecting Long Sisters’ Project in Mozambique  
as the designation.

We are grateful for the passion and love Rebekah 
and Anna have for the people of Mozambique and 
their decision to partner with new friends there. Will 
you consider an Outreach trip in 2018 so that, like 
the Long sisters, you may experience God at work  
in the world?  
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Hearts for Mozambique 
Rebekah and Anna Long

Anna shared the magic of bubbles. Rebekah and Anna Long Rebekah surrounded by smiling faces.



About The Outreach Foundation
The Outreach Foundation engages Presbyterians  
and global partners in proclaiming the good news  
of Jesus Christ. Because our ministry is Kingdom  
work, not denominational work, we work with 
PC(USA), EPC, ECO, Fellowship Community con- 
gregations and others. We help congregations build 
long-term partnerships with the global church 
that are mutually transformational. Every person, 
project and partnership we support is directly 
involved in sharing the Gospel in word and deed. 

Our work depends entirely upon the involve- 
ment and financial support of mission-minded 
individuals, congregations and organizations. We  
receive gifts in our office and disburse them to  
partners around the world. Established in 1979,  
The Outreach Foundation is independently gover- 
ned by a Board of Trustees, all of whom are  
pastors or officers in their respective congregations.

Our Mission
Connecting Presbyterians to build the church’s  
capacity to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ

Our Convictions
Committed to the historic Christian faith as it 
is revealed in God’s Word and expressed by 
the ecumenical creeds and in the Reformed 
confessions, we affirm that 
• Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Savior. 
• God’s grace in Jesus Christ is for all people. 
•  The church exists for God’s glory and  

God’s mission. 
•  Discipleship and mission are the calling of 

every follower of Jesus. 
•  God connects us in mission through relationships  

of mutual respect and support. 
•  The Holy Spirit empowers the church to bear 

witness to the Good News by its life words  
and deeds. 

Our Priorities
Helping the church live out its missional calling 

Building the mission capacity of the global church, 
especially where the church is vulnerable or 
growing rapidly, as together we 
•  cultivate deep, long-term relationships 
•  support the work of missionaries 
•  help each other equip leaders, plant and  

build churches, and strengthen ministries  
of compassion 

Transforming lives through mission involvement

Reaching Out
Reaching Out is published three times per year by 
The Outreach Foundation to inform friends and  
donors about our involvement in God’s mission.  
Subscriptions are offered free of charge upon  
request. To request a complimentary subscription,  
inform us of an address or name change, or for 
more information about our ministry, please 
contact us.
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381 Riverside Drive Suite 110
Franklin, TN  37064
(615) 778-8881
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relationship with the small church has been  
an on again, off again relationship. I grew 

up in    a small congregation where my faith was formed,  
I was confirmed, served as a junior elder and as a youth  
leader. In my young adult years, however, I became 
disillusioned when the congregation refused to have 
anything to do with the Vietnamese refugees settling 
in the neighborhoods around the church. 

That’s when I moved my membership to a mega 
church that had a robust community ministry. I spent the  
next 25 years in that worshiping community working 
on local mission projects, serving as chair of the newly 
formed global missions committee, teaching Sunday 
School and serving on the session. It was in the life of 
this congregation that I heard the call to ministry and 
where I was sponsored as a seminarian.  

In seminary, I rediscovered the small church when 
I served an internship in a tiny congregation that had 
a ministry to a community of men and women who 
live with chronic mental disability. Holy Comforter 
Episcopal Church had been on her death bed not too  
many years before I arrived. But a priest in the diocesan  
office had asked, “Isn’t the church about being the visible  
presence of Christ in the neighborhood?” From that 
question, Holy Comforter discovered her calling and 
found new life. She is still small, but you wouldn’t 
know it by the kingdom building work she is doing. 

At the time I was serving at Holy Comforter, the con- 
gregation of my childhood closed her doors. Not because 
there was no longer a community in which to minister,  
but because she was not able to see the calling that would 
bring her life. As I thought about the contrast between 

My

WE ARE nOT SO SMALL  
WHEn WE ARE TOGETHER

these two congregations, I realized that, in God’s economy,  
small is not a liability. The church who is the visible 
presence of Christ in the neighborhood, who has died to 
self and been reborn in Jesus is a church who finds life. 

I am now in my fifth year of serving a small 
congregation. We are working hard to ask the right 
questions. The community around the church is a mill 
town that was devastated when the mill closed about a 
dozen years ago. Five generations of some families had 
worked in the mill and the once thriving community 
now has high rates of drug addiction, fractured families,  
low graduation rates, high teen pregnancy rates.  

In the midst of this kind of trauma, it is difficult to  
know what one tiny congregation can do. But we started  
by looking at the gifts of those gathered by the Holy Spirit,  
confident that would give us some clues. There are a lot  
of educators in the congregation so we began to look at 
the needs of children in the community. This is where we  
are finding our calling in this season of our life together.  

I am excited to be a part of The Outreach Foundation  
Small Church Initiative! The map below representing 
many small congregations (100 or less) shows that we 
are not so small when we are together. My prayer is  
that we will be able to encourage one another, collaborate  
with one another and learn from our brothers and sisters  
all over the globe. 

If you know small church leaders who ought to be a 
part of our conversation, we hope that you will direct 
them to the Small Church Initiative FaceBook group. 

Rev. Camille Josey,  
Small Church Mission Catalyst 
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Alex E. Booth, Jr., trustee emeritus of The 
Outreach Foundation, died at his home in Stuart,  

Florida, on Thursday, August 17, 2017, with his loving 
wife, Katherine, at his side.

When Alex E. Booth, Jr. was a young man, and not a 
wealthy one, his future and legacy were cemented with  
one life-altering decision. “He made a commitment when  
he was 20 years old that he would take half of his wealth  
and do good in the world,” Rev. Steve Bryant shared dur- 
ing the recent service celebrating Dr. Alex Booth’s life 
and faith at his home church in Kenova, West Virginia.

Alex would build the coal mining investments started 
by his father and mother into a multimillion-dollar venture  
and use that fortune to help others. 

When Alex was in the hospital in Florida, not long 
before his death, a nurse heard that he was there and  
went out of her way to come and see him. “You changed  
my life,” she said. “I was in the fields picking tomatoes 
when you gave me a scholarship and the opportunity to  
study nursing. And when I needed transportation, you 
helped me get a car.” She was one of thousands of nurses  
whom Alex helped to get their education.

Alex could envision things that others could not see, 
and he drew upon his intellect and faith to make them a  
reality – nurses equipped to serve others and provide for  
their families, high school students from poor communities  
in West Virginia graduating from college, homes for 
senior citizens, additions to the Huntington Museum of 

Blessed are the dead who die  
in the Lord, says the Spirit.

They will rest from their labors, 
and their deeds follow them.

Revelation 14:13

Dr.

Rebekah and Anna Long 
shared in the cover 

story about their Outreach trip 
to Mozambique, we are richly 
blessed by our relationships with 
partners and missionaries all  
over the world. Our international 
friends encourage and edify with 
their dedication and witness. 
Come with us to see what God 
is doing through these amazing 
friends all over the world! 

2018 OUTREACH TRIPS
***Some of the trip dates are not set yet.  
Please visit our website for updated information.***

• See God at Work through the Church in Cuba .......... February 2-12

•  Mexico: Christ-centered 
Community Empowerment ........................................ February

• Pakistan..................................................................March

• Mozambique ...........................................................May/June

• Israel/Palestine/Jordan ............................................May 15-26

• London and Istanbul: Iranians in Diaspora ...............May 12-22

• Faithful Women on the Road: Lebanon ..................... July 9-29

•  Brazil: Being and Making Disciples: 
The Essence of Mission ...........................................  August 24-31

•  Zimbabwe and Zambia: Ministries 
Serving Vulnerable Children and Families ................ Fall

• China: Remarkable Faithfulness and Growth ............ October

• A Mission-Vision Trip to Egypt .................................november

As

Travel with 
The Outreach 
Foundation

Art which remains a wonderful resource for the region 
and beyond.

He envisioned a new way of training evangelists in 
Africa, giving them ministry skills but also vocational 
skills, a trade, so that they could support their family. 
Thousands were trained. And he partnered with 
Presbyterian denominations across Africa to help them 
construct 20,000 church buildings. Thanks to Alex and 
his wife, Katherine, that work will continue through the  
Booth Leadership Initiative and The Outreach Foundation.

As a woman said to Steve in a store when she recog- 
nized that he was carrying a picture of Alex, “I know that  
man. He helped a lot of people.” Thanks be to God!  

Rob Weingartner, Executive Director

Former Outreach Board Chair Dr. Edwin  
Hurley and Executive Director Rob Weingartner 
meeting with Katherine and Alex Booth  
last year at their home in Stuart, Florida.



381 Riverside Drive, Suite 110
Franklin, TN  37064

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

2017 Christmas Projects List
“…God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.”   — 1 John 5:11

As we celebrate the birth of God’s greatest Gift to us, please consider honoring your 
loved ones with a gift in their name to one of the projects listed below. We will send  
you a Christmas card acknowledgment that you may send to the person you would like 
to honor. Visit our website at www.theotureachfoudnation.org for more information.

Alternative Christmas Gifts
Food Parcel for Iraqi Christian Refugee Family in Jordan $26
When ISIS invaded northern Iraq in 2014, both Muslim and Christian families fled  
for their lives. Many Christian families ended up in neighboring Jordan. Today, 
many remain there awaiting resettlement by the UNHCR, the UN program pro- 
tecting and supporting refugees. Because they are refugees awaiting resettlement, 
they do not work and thus are without income. Your gift of $26 for a food parcel 
will provide needed foods like rice, oil, sugar, pasta, tuna, tomato sauce, canned 
meat, beans and tea for Iraqi Christians to feed them for approximately one week.

Buckets for Cistern Construction in Mexico $51
Running water is an expensive luxury in the Mexican Yucatan. Our missionaries, 
Todd and Maria Luke, help families and villages in Campeche build cisterns to 
capture rain water for use in their homes, to water the livestock, and to irrigate their  
crops. It’s truly life giving. Cisterns are built of concrete, hand mixed and poured from 
five gallon buckets. About 17 buckets are used to complete the work. Each bucket is  
$3. Help bring lifesaving water to a family in Mexico by giving a set of buckets for $51.

Kindle for Linda Ross Library $119
Stu Ross and his late wife, Linda, coordinated mission projects in Kenya for many 
years. Their work included building churches, schools, girls’ rescue centers and 
managing water projects. Stu continues their work in Kenya and is honoring Linda’s 
love for young school girls there by building libraries in her name. Grace Girls’ High  
School Library was dedicated in September and has five Kindles for the girls to access  
electronic versions of books not available in the library. Stu would like to have an 
additional 20 Kindles for this library. Each Kindle is $119.

situation for South Sudanese refugees is nearly unimaginable, yet so 
few of us really know what is happening there. Recently we had the 

opportunity to visit and talk to some of these refugees in the refugee camps in 
Gambella, Ethiopia.  

John’s story was particularly moving, yet representative of so many others. He sat  
under a tree relating how he and his family fled their small village fearing for their 
lives. They left quickly with just a few belongings wrapped in a sheet with some food  
and water. They walked for three days toward Ethiopia, hoping to make it safely to  
the refugee camp. On the second day, they ran out of food and water and were forced  
to drink water from a dirty river. They finally arrived at the camp, ushered in with 
80,000 other refugees. As hard as it is to be in the camps, they provide life and 
relief from the conflict and famine.

Outreach is working with the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan and the 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus in Ethiopia to serve the beleaguered 
refugees. Relief supplies such as blankets and mosquito nets have been provided. 
Schools have been started for the thousands of children and school supplies have 
been provided. Additionally, we’re training facilitators to do trauma healing  

The
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Joyful Giving

We Invite You to Help 
Outreach Help Others

for the children, helping to heal the deep wounds they have incurred.
At Outreach, we’re honored that God calls us to work with our global partners 

to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Once a year we reach out to ask our 
donors and friends to help us continue this work. We invite you to make a gift to 
Outreach to continue our work around the globe. Your 
gift will make a difference in the lives of people who 
need to know his love.

Please use the enclosed envelope and designate your  
gift for the Annual Appeal. For speed and security, make an 
online gift at www.theoutreachfoundation.org, then click  
on “Give to the Annual Appeal.” Or make an immediate  
gift with your smart device using this QR code  »

An unimaginable life for South Sudanese refugees.


