
Apostle Paul realized that sometimes it is 
important to simply “show up.” As he wrote to the

Romans in chapter 1, verses 11-12, “For I long to see you, that I 
may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you, that is, 
that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both 
yours and mine.” Two thousand years later, it’s still important that 
we “show up.” Join The Outreach Foundation in 2015 to show 
up and encourage and be encouraged. Outreach trips include:

• South Sudan – February

• Cuba – February 6 – 14, 2015

• Haiti – February 28 – March 2, 2015

• Mozambique – June 8 – 18, 2015

• Iraq – May

• Brazil – August

• Lebanon/Syria – August

• Holy Land – October 20 – November 2, 2015

• India – November

• Pakistan – TBD

For details, visit our website www.theoutreachfoundation.org
and click on Trips or contact Lisa Dill at (615) 778-8881 or

lisa@theoutreachfoundation.org

A Celebration 
of God’s Provision
ecently, a group of Outreach trustees, former 
trustees, friends and staff gathered at Highland Park 

Presbyterian Church in Dallas to celebrate two milestones 
– 35 years of ministry and $100 million shared for global 
mission. The Outreach Foundation came into existence in part
through the efforts of Dr. Clayton Bell, then Senior Pastor at 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church, so it was natural to return 
to our “roots” to celebrate.

After a board meeting that recognized former trustees and 
other friends, a special worship service of gratitude and celebra- 
tion with a distinct international flavor was held. Planned and led 
by Outreach friend Paul Detterman, prayers were offered and 
scripture read in various languages representing locations where 
Outreach has had a long presence, including Korea, Africa, Brazil 
and the Middle East.

A celebratory program was offered after dinner, which included 
glimpses of the past, clear images of the present, and a look into 
the future. Highlights included:

•  A 35 year retrospective by former Executive Director,
Dr. Bill Bryant

•  Recognition of Dr. Bryant as Executive Director Emeritus
and Dr. Alex E. Booth, Jr. as Trustee Emeritus

•  “What Outreach means to me” perspectives offered by
Outreach partners

•  Executive Director Rob Weingartner’s view of
“Looking Ahead”

• Prayers of thanksgiving

It was a special evening of reflection on how God has blessed 
The Outreach Foundation as it has proclaimed the Good News 
of Jesus Christ around the world. As Rob stated, “Grateful for 
God’s faithfulness, the vision of our founders, the heroic min- 
istry of missionaries and global partners, prayers and gifts from 
our donors, we recommit ourselves to sharing and showing 
Jesus’ love.”

R

The
Come Travel with The Outreach Foundation

381 Riverside Drive, Suite 110 • Franklin, Tennessee 37064 • (615) 778-8881 • (615) 778-8887 fax
info@theoutreachfoundation.org • www.theoutreachfoundation.org

Fall 2014

381 Riverside Drive, Suite 110
Franklin, TN  37064

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, INC.

Thankful for

years of ministry

Celebrating

million shared for global mission

The Annual Fund for

Short-Fold Page / Outside Back Cover Front Cover / Page 1

A worship service of thanksgiving included prayers and hymns in 
Korean, French, Kinyarwanda, Portuguese, Spanish and Farsi.

>>

Dr. Bill Bryant, shown with his wife Bette, was honored as 
Executive Director Emeritus.

>>

Dr. Jay Coker, First Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, NC and 
Outreach Trustee, served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening.

>>

HPPC’s All Nations Worship Team offered several musical arrange- 
ments in both English and Swahili, a powerful way to praise the Lord!

>>



uba. Your first thought about Cuba is probably not a vibrant and 
growing Christian population. It’s not something you would ordinarily

associate with one of the five remaining Communist countries in the world. 
But God, through the Holy Spirit, is at work there in many ways. And The 
Outreach Foundation is honored to be a part of it.

Seminario Evangelico de Teologia (SET) in Matanzas, Cuba, is a valued 
partner of The Outreach Foundation. SET prepares men and women for ministry 
in a dynamic context. Nearly 500 students are enrolled in one of the school’s 
many degree or certificate programs. Classes are taught on campus, but many 
are held in other cities around the island because of the high cost of and limited 
access to transportation. Seventy-seven students graduated in June, the largest 
graduating class in history.

The school’s Rector, Dr. Reinerio Arce, recently provided updates on several 
of the seminary’s initiatives. He shared about a unique four-year semi-residential 
Bachelor of Theology program created for those already active in lay or pastoral 
ministry. Unique schedules and course offerings make the program far more 
accessible than traditional programs. Truly “ecumenical,” the program is available 
not only on the Matanzas campus but in Havana at the Episcopal Cathedral and 
on the eastern side of the island at the Friends’ (Quakers’) Church.

Dr. Arce also shared news of the Prison Chaplaincy Program, sponsored by 
the Cuban Council of Churches. The program was inaugurated on campus several 
years ago and is now available at multiple locations around the island. Aimed 
at local pastors who have prisons in their areas, a two–day intensive provides 
specialized training to deal with the unique needs of prisoners.

In acknowledging the massive changes taking place on the island, Dr. Arce 
reflected that as the government does less and less for the people, the church has 
opportunity to serve in new ways. SET continues to discern the ever expanding 
ways it is being called to equip leaders for ministry.

The Outreach Foundation partners with SET by providing administrative 
support for the academic programs. Additionally, Outreach leads several trips 
to Cuba each year to see what God is doing in Cuba. Join us in 2015!

— Marilyn Borst

Equipping the Saints 
for Ministry

his year, as you make your Christmas list and do 
your shopping for others, we invite you to make a 

gift in the name of the One whose birth we celebrate. This
unique shopping list identifies specific mission needs around 
the world, providing a special way to participate in God’s 
mission and to honor a friend or loved one at the same time. 
These gifts are wonderful expressions of Christian love.

$30 Solar Powered MP3 Talking Bible
The Bible Society in Palestine (PBS) is an inter- 
confessional Christian Society committed to making the Word 
of God available to the Palestinians in Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. This year they will distribute at 
least 20,000 Bibles. A gift of $30 will purchase a solar oper- 
ated MP3 player that holds the Bible in Arabic as well as 
stories from the Scriptures that are of special relevance to 
those PBS is seeking to serve.

$50 Infant Formula for Crisis Nurseries
Crisis Nurseries are emergency, transitional homes for 
orphans and abandoned children which provide care until the 
child can be safely united with an extended, foster or adoptive 
family. The Outreach Foundation partners with three such 

homes in Lusaka, Zambia. For $50, infant formula can be 
purchased to help feed these vulnerable infants.

$175 Bicycle for Evangelist Tete Province
Imagine a place where there are 70 new Presbyterian 
churches started in the last 15 years, and imagine that there 
are only three part-time tent-making pastors for these 70 new 
congregations. This place is Tete Province, Mozambique 
which has only one main paved road and a lot of dirt roads 
and paths. The cost of a bicycle to help elders, evangelists 
and health assistants travel the dirt roads and paths to share 
the Gospel is $175.

The Outreach Foundation will send you a 
Christmas card acknowledgement that you may 

send to the person you would like to honor.

Use the envelope provided to make a donation by mail. 
Or visit our website at www.theoutreachfoundation.org
to donate online. Click on “Give” then “Online Giving.” 
Select “Other” under “Designation” and type in which 
Christmas project you would like to support.

Syria
It has been more than two years since The Outreach Foundation 
came alongside the National Evangelical [Presbyterian] Synod of 
Syria and Lebanon with the Syria Appeal. This continuing appeal 
focuses on assisting families from some of the 18 Presbyterian 
churches in Syria who have been displaced by the war. To date, a 
generous response has brought in over $335,000. Funds are being 
used to purchase food, fuel oil and temporary living accommo- 
dations. The burden of the Synod continues to grow with the 
unabated violence. New efforts have been started to bring spiritual 
and psychological counseling to families who are feeling over- 
whelmed with escalating brokenness, fear and despair.

Iraq
The Presbyterian Churches in Iraq are responding to the 
displacement of Christians and others from Mosul and neigh- 
boring cities and towns. Displaced families are living in the 
Kirkuk Presbyterian Church, while hundreds are being helped 
elsewhere. In Baghdad, 500 families are being assisted by a 
coalition of churches. Your generous gifts have totaled more 
than $250,000 to date. Most families fled with literally nothing. 
Thus, donations are being used for clothing, food, shelter and 
medications for these displaced families.

The Outreach Foundation continues to receive gifts in support 
of our Syrian and Iraqi partners. Use this envelope to mail 
checks, which should be noted “Syria Appeal” or “Iraq Appeal.” 
You may also use our secure online donation page at 
www.theoutreachfoundation.org.

Update on Our Partners in Syria and Iraq

C
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Rev. Yoeklis Sierra and Rev. Abel Mirabel<<
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About 
The Outreach Foundation
The Outreach Foundation engages Presby- 
terians and global partners in proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Because our 
ministry is Kingdom work, not denominational 
work, we work with PC(USA), EPC, ECO, 
Fellowship of Presbyterian congregations and 
others. We help congregations build long-term 
partnerships with the global church that are 
mutually transformational. Every person, project 
and partnership we support is directly involved 
in sharing the Gospel in word and deed.

Our work depends entirely upon the involve- 
ment and financial support of mission-minded 
individuals, congregations and organizations. 
We receive gifts in our office and disburse 
them directly to partners around the world. 
Established in 1979, The Outreach Foundation 
is independently governed by a Board of 
Trustees, all of whom are pastors or officers 
in their respective congregations.

Vision
Creating dynamic relationships that deepen 
mission passion and build mission capacity

Convictions
Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Savior.
The church exists for God’s glory and 
 God’s mission.
The Spirit calls and empowers every follower 
 of Jesus to live for him in the world.
The church bears witness to the good news 
 in word and deed.
Biblical partnerships are built on mutual 
 respect and sharing.

Priorities
Building the capacity of global church partners
Sending and supporting missionaries
Caring for vulnerable children
Expanding support for mission
Transforming lives through mission involvement

Reaching Out
Reaching Out is published by The Outreach
Foundation to inform friends and donors 
about our involvement in God’s mission. 
Subscriptions are offered free of charge 
upon request. To request a complimentary 
subscription, inform us of an address or name 
change, or for more information about our 
ministry, please contact us.

The Outreach Foundation
381 Riverside Drive Suite 110
Franklin, TN  37064
(615) 778-8881
(615) 778-8887 fax
info@theoutreachfoundation.org
www.theoutreachfoundation.org

We’re celebrating and invite you to join us! The Outreach 

Foundation marked two significant milestones this year. 

First, we’re joyfully celebrating our 35th year in mission. 

Secondly, we’re humbled that in those 35 years, thanks to 

our donor partners, we disbursed $100 million in support 

of evangelistic mission around the world.

What impact have those dollars made 
for God’s Kingdom?

•  Thousands of churches have been built in Africa, giving partners
new centers of worship and mission bases for evangelistic outreach

•  More than 4,000 “mini libraries” (small sets of biblical and
theological resources) have been distributed to Chinese lay leaders 
and seminary graduates to equip them as leaders of the growing 
Church in China

•  Thousands of evangelists have been trained from Caico to Cairo
to help overworked pastors spread the Word to more people

•  God’s hand of compassion has been seen in Haiti in the aftermath
of the earthquake and subsequent hurricane

•  Orphans and vulnerable children around the world, including
Rwanda, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Brazil, Russia and Haiti, 
have been saved and served in Jesus’ name by our partners

•  Tens of thousands of Bibles in Swahili, Portuguese, Arabic, French
Creole, Chinese, Russian, Farsi, Spanish and even English have 
been handed out literally around the world

•  Thousands of displaced Syrians and Iraqis, both Christian and
Muslim, have been able to eat food, drink water, and appreciate 
shelter provided by the Presbyterian churches there.

We invite you to join with others to make an impact through The 
Outreach Foundation’s 2014 Annual Fund. Your gift will help us 
continue our work of sharing the Good News around the world. And, 
you will help us begin well our next 35 years of ministry.

Please use the envelope 
in this newsletter to make 

your gift, or give securely online at 
www.theoutreachfoundation.org.
You may also scan this QR code 
with your smart device to make 

an instant gift.
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