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hat do you do if you live in a country of 
nearly 85 million people, 81 million of whom 

are Muslim, and you’re one of less than 300,000 
Evangelical Presbyterians in the country? You share 
the gospel, of course!

The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Egypt is 
undaunted by the numbers. Instead, they focus on the 
opportunities they have to spread the Good News in 
large cities like Cairo and in dusty little country villages 
like Al Maries. They remember that the Apostle Mark 
traveled to Egypt not long after Jesus’ resurrection 
to start the Church in Alexandria. The heritage of 
Christianity is one of the oldest on earth. They also 
remember the American Presbyterian missionaries who 
started the Presbyterian Church there in 1854, focusing 
on building congregations as well as schools, hospitals, 
a seminary and universities. But most importantly, they 
see what God is doing in Egypt! He is opening doors, 
literally and figuratively, to attract new believers.

Here’s how they are helping people to know Jesus:

New Churches —  are being started in residential
neighborhoods, attracting many unchurched Christians 
and others. Young pastors, recently graduated from 
the Presbyterian seminary in Cairo like Rev. Ekram in 
the photo, spend several years just meeting neighbors, 
having small get-togethers, and eventually meeting in 
flats or store fronts as a worshipping fellowship. These 
fellowships hope to move to their own facilities someday 
so they can be more open in their evangelism efforts.

Another new church development effort is one that 
only God could arrange. After the Arab Spring, the 
current Egyptian government gave the Synod of the 
Nile 21 plots of land on which to build new churches! 
They have to move quickly, as the government will 
take back their land if the buildings aren’t complete 
in three years. The churches’ mere presence brings 
people through the doors to learn about Jesus.

Church Redevelopment — only 75% of the
congregations have pastors, while 71 of the Synod’s 
375 churches are in such disrepair they are in danger 
of falling down. The Synod is working to rebuild 
the churches and staff them. Most are in the country, 
which makes it a challenge to find pastors. But Rev. 
Shenouda heeded God’s call and now serves the 
church at Al Adaima with his wife, Angel and son, 
Justin. The church is more than 100 years old and 
had dwindled to just a handful of faithful families. 
With Rev. Shenouda’s leadership, Al Adaima is a 
vibrant light in this little country village. 

How can you help? First, pray. Then, support a 
new church development or revitalization; provide 
scholarship support for seminary students; join 
The Outreach Foundation on a vision trip to Egypt, 
October 18-29, 2016.  
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10th of Ramadam Church being built on a plot 
of land given by the government. Rev. Shenouda and his son, Justin.

Rev. Ekram talking to children in 
the neighborhood.



In Outreach’s 35 years of ministry, we have seen 
thousands of churches built around the world. Usually 
those churches are financed by donations from their 
own members and gifts from churches and individuals 
here in the states. We have also seen more creative 
means, such as handmade brick donations and selling 
of personal belongings. But, the most unique approach 
we have been a part of is the rickshaw project of 
our partner in Niger, the Evangelical Church of the 
Republic of Niger.

Niger, located in western Africa, is 95% Muslim, 
with only 1% Christians. The Evangelical Church in 
Niger views this as a great opportunity! Currently there 
are 48 churches and an additional 72 evangelism 
“posts”. However, much of the country is still without 
a church within close distance. The Church in Niger 
yearns to reach more people in the name of Jesus. 
Part of the solution is to build more churches and 
evangelism posts.

Thinking in a most creative way, they decided to 
initiate a rickshaw taxi business, profits from which will 
be used to spread the gospel. Rickshaw taxis have re- 
cently become popular in the large Niger city of Maradi. 

They provide a more comfortable and socially accept- 
able ride for women than the otherwise common 
motorcycle taxis. Rickshaw owners make a steady 
income as rickshaws are coming to dominate the 
market and promise to grow as cities grow. And, 
there are few (if any) Christian rickshaw taxis, which 
would be widely supported by the small but vibrant 
Christian community.

Leaders of the Niger Church asked the question, 
“Why shouldn’t we be in the taxi business?” It affords  
a steady and ongoing income stream, generating enough  
profits to start churches and finance other outreach 
and evangelism efforts. The decision was made to 
purchase five rickshaw taxis. Annual income from 
the five taxis will be enough to buy land for churches, 
send evangelists out and invest a small portion back 
into the taxi business to expand.

God uniquely equips us to spread the gospel message. 
Indeed, this is one of His most unique solutions! 

If you would like more information or desire to support  
the Niger Rickshaw Taxi and Outreach project, contact 
The Outreach Foundation, or use the enclosed envelope.

New Trustees
We are pleased to announce five new Trustees serving 
on the board of The Outreach Foundation effective 
January 1, 2016. The new trustees are: Rev. Wesley 
Porto of New Hope Presbyterian Church in Orlando, 
FL; Elder Kirsten Shaw of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Jackson, MS; Rev. Dr. Nelson Bell of 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas; Rev. Fakhri 
Yacoub of the Christian Arabic Church, Richmond, 
VA; and Elder Hal Sauer of First Presbyterian Church, 
Nashville, TN. We thank them for their important 
service as they join with our 20 other trustees.

Would You Prefer an Electronic Copy?
Did you know that this newsletter is available 
electronically as an alternative to mail delivery? If 
you would prefer to receive the electronic version, go 
to our website, click on “Subscribe” on the homepage, 
and give us your email address. Or, just send us an 
email: info@theoutreachfoundation.org.

Tete Leadership Center Update
In the previous issue, we told you about a new leader- 
ship center being built in Tete Province, Mozambique,  
through the generosity of donors and a matching gift.  
The project is proceeding on schedule, with dormitory  
construction well underway. We have received more 
than $115,000 in matching gifts, meaning only $30,000 
still needs to be raised to receive the full $147,000 
match. You can help by donating either online under 
“Give” or use the enclosed envelope to send your gift 
by mail.

Do You Like our New Look?
This is our second edition of a new format for Reaching  
Out. We’ve increased the size of the newsletter, making  
for better readability and more photos. Let us know 
what you think by going to our website, clicking on 
“Take Our Newsletter Survey” on the lower right of 
the home page, and give us your opinion. Or, email 
us at info@theoutreachfoundation.org. 

About The Outreach Foundation
The Outreach Foundation engages Presby- 
terians and global partners in proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Because our  
ministry is Kingdom work, not denominational  
work, we work with PC(USA), EPC, ECO, 
Fellowship Community congregations and 
others. We help congregations build long-term  
partnerships with the global church that are 
mutually transformational. Every person, project  
and partnership we support is directly involved  
in sharing the Gospel in word and deed. 

Our work depends entirely upon the 
involvement and financial support of mission- 
minded individuals, congregations and 
organizations. We receive gifts in our office 
and disburse them directly to partners around 
the world. Established in 1979, The Outreach 
Foundation is independently governed by a 
Board of Trustees, all of whom are pastors  
or officers in their respective congregations.

Vision
Creating dynamic relationships that deepen 
mission passion and build mission capacity

Convictions
Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Savior.
The church exists for God’s glory and  
 God’s mission.
The Spirit calls and empowers every follower  
 of Jesus to live for him in the world.
The church bears witness to the good news  
 in word and deed.
Biblical partnerships are built on mutual  
 respect and sharing.

Priorities
Building the capacity of global  
 church partners
Sending and supporting missionaries
Caring for vulnerable children
Expanding support for mission
Transforming lives through  
 mission involvement

Reaching Out
Reaching Out is published three times per 
year by The Outreach Foundation to inform 
friends and donors about our involvement 
in God’s mission. Subscriptions are offered 
free of charge upon request. To request a 
complimentary subscription, inform us of 
an address or name change, or for more 
information about our ministry, please 
contact us.

The Outreach Foundation
381 Riverside Drive Suite 110
Franklin, TN  37064
(615) 778-8881
(615) 778-8887 fax
info@theoutreachfoundation.org
www.theoutreachfoundation.org

How Can Rickshaws Build Churches?

Good to Know
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Rickshaw taxi in Niger



very year, Outreach invites our donors and 
friends to join us to go out into the world and 

see God mightily at work. This year, we are offering 
a variety of trips to different parts of the globe. 
Again, we invite you to join us.

Last November, Tim Fenbert, an Elder at 
Clairmont Presbyterian Church in Decatur, Georgia, 
traveled with us to Egypt on his first Outreach trip. 
We would like to share a story of encouragement that 
Tim wrote in the trip blog during our stay at the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo:

About 10 p.m. and not ready to fall asleep, I heard 
the sounds of young people laughing. To my surprise, 
about 30 young Egyptians were gathered around the 
volleyball court, a group of both current seminary 
students and recent graduates. They were surprised 
to see me approach and probably wondered if this 
American was going to tell them to “quiet down” so 
he could get some rest.

As I sat down to watch, I was immediately 
approached by a young man who spoke very good 
English and introduced himself. His name was Wasat. 
He had recently graduated from the seminary and was 
now leading a new church in a village several hundred 
miles from Cairo. As he told me about his ministry and 
the people he was reaching through the Good News 
of Jesus, I could really sense the love he felt toward 
the people he was serving and the joy of his call.

Then Wasat jumped up and said, “Let’s go, you’re 
on my team!” Playing the game together really removed 
our differences in age and culture, and I felt like one 
of the gang, just laughing and cheering good plays and 

good effort. I was reminded that “encouragement” 
comes in many forms and just as I had encouraged 
Wasat and his ministry, he had encouraged me to get 
out of my comfort zone and take a risk. As I went to 
sleep I was filled with the joy these young people shared 
and encouraged to witness how the Holy Spirit would 
be revealed to each of us during our visit to Egypt.

E

See God at Work in the World!
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2016 Board of Trustees
Rev. Dr. Edwin G. Hurley, Chair
South Highland Presbyterian Church • Birmingham, Alabama 
Rev. Dr. Nancy T. Fox, Vice-Chair
National Presbyterian Church • Washington, DC
Mrs. Pamela L. Bowman, Secretary
Liberty Corner Presbyterian Church • Liberty Corner, New Jersey
Mr. Hal Sauer, Treasurer
First Presbyterian Church • Nashville, Tennessee
Rev. Dr. John Azumah
Columbia Theological Seminary • Decatur, Georgia
Rev. Dr. Jack W. Baca
Village Community Presbyterian Church • Rancho Sante Fe, California
Rev. Dr. Nelson Bell
Highland Park Presbyterian Church • Dallas, Texas
Rev. Dr. James T. Birchfield
First Presbyterian Church • Houston, Texas
Rev. Dr. John W. Daniel
Crestwood Presbyterian Church • Richmond, Virginia
Mr. William J. Ditzel
Kairos Church • Atlanta, Georgia
Mrs. Peen Hardy
First Presbyterian Church • Orlando, Florida 
Mr. Charles F. Heard, Jr.
Peachtree Presbyterian Church • Atlanta, Georgia 
Mrs. Betsy Hunt
Westminster Presbyterian Church • Nashville, Tennessee
Mr. Michael J. Jette
Vineyard Church of Rock Hill • Rock Hill, South Carolina 
Mr. W. Powell Jones
First Presbyterian Church • Thomasville, Georgia
Mr. Walter E. Lewis
Eastminster Presbyterian Church • Wichita, Kansas
Mr. T. Berry Long, III
First Presbyterian Church • Mt. Dora, Florida
Rev. Dr. Mark C. Mueller
First Presbyterian Church • Valparaiso, Indiana
Rev. Wesley Porto
New Hope Presbyterian Church • Orlando, Florida
Rev. Dr. G. Christopher Scruggs
Advent Presbyterian Church • Cordova, Tennessee
Ms. Kirsten Shaw
Covenant Presbyterian Church • Jackson, Mississippi
Rev. Brian D. Stewart
First Presbyterian Church • Greenville, South Carolina
Ms. Caryl Weinberg
First Presbyterian Church • Evanston, Illinois 
Mr. Robert N. Wesley, Jr.
First Presbyterian Church • Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
Rev. Fakhri Yacoub
The Christian Arabic Church • Richmond, Virginia

Trustees Emeriti
Dr. Alex E. Booth, Jr. 
First Presbyterian Church • Kenova, West Virginia 
Mrs. Marj Carpenter
First Presbyterian Church • Big Spring, Texas 
Rev. Dr. Randy Kowalski, Pastor Emeritus
First Presbyterian Church • Greenville, South Carolina

The Outreach Foundation Staff
Leadership Team
Rev. Dr. Rob Weingartner, Executive Director
Linda Patrick, Associate Director for Administration and Finance
Rev. Dr. Jeff Ritchie, Associate Director for Mission
Marilyn Borst, Associate Director for Partnership Development
Tom Widmer, Director of Development
Rev. Steve Bryant, Director Booth Leadership Initiative
Rev. Dr. William T. Bryant, Executive Director Emeritus
Rev. Dr. John W. Coker, Jr., Mission Advocate

Support Staff
Lucy Battle, Accounting/Administrative Assistant 
Lisa DIll, Executive Assistant
Elizabeth Carter, Communications Coordinator
Erica Jackson, Database Coordinator
Ebralie Mwizerwa, Projects Coordinator

Mission Staff
Rev. Dr. José Carlos Pezini, Portuguese-Language 
 Ministries Coordinator
Stu and Linda Ross, East Africa Coordinators
Rev. Dr. Sasan Tavassoli, Coordinator of Iranian Ministries
Rev. Nedson Zulu, Project Manager, Tete Province Mozambique
Sebber Banda, Public Health Nurse, Tete Province, Mozambique

Please go to our website, www.theoutreachfoundation.org and click on “Trips” or
contact Lisa Dill at lisa@theoutreachfoundation.org for more information. 

For I am longing to see you so that  
I may share with you some spiritual 
gift to strengthen you – or rather so 
that we may be mutually encouraged 
by each other’s faith, both yours 
and mine. — Romans 1:11-12

Holy Land Mission Vision Trip
May

Rebuilding Hope in South Sudan: 
A Vision Trip to Ethiopia and 
South Sudan
May

Holistic Evangelism 
in Tete Province
June 6–16

Brazil Church Planting Conference
August 24–September 2

South Korea: Emerging Leaders
October 5–14

China: Presbyterian Heritage 
Discovery Trip
October 16–29

What in the World is God Doing 
in Egypt? Come and See!
October 18–29

Iraq: Joining with faithful 
Iraqi Presbyterians
October 18–29

Young Adult Equipping 
Conference: India
November

Guatemala
November

Pakistan
November 7–17

Join Us and Share the Joy in 2016
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Orthodox Church in Davydovo, Russia, 
a community undertaking remarkable 

ministry with special needs children, has received 
an unorthodox gift from a friend here in the States.

William M. Schoenfeld, a retired Presbyterian 
minister of music, loved working with children’s 
choirs when he was active. He also is a church music 
composer who has written many choral anthems. One of 
his latest children’s anthems is based on Christ’s Great 
Commission. The title is “GO, GO, YOU CHILDREN 

OF GOD!” It is published here in the States by G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc. (G-8954) of Chicago, IL. They are 
the largest Roman Catholic music publisher in the U.S.

Because Bill himself is disabled by Parkinson’s 
disease, his heart is burdened for the special children 
at Davydovo. In a most unique gift, Bill is donating 
all royalties of the sale of this anthem to the work 
in Davydovo.

Pass the word on to your congregation’s children’s 
choir leader. We pray the anthem becomes a “hit!” 

The

The

Refugee Relief Update

A Musical Gift for the Children of Davydovo
Bill Schoenfeld

news coverage of the Middle East refugee crisis continues to bring 
shocking images into our homes. The unsettling reality of the situ- 

ation is that most of the refugees, primarily Syrian and Iraqi, have not made it 
out of the Middle East. They have become the humanitarian burden of nearby 
countries such as Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and Egypt. Comparatively few make 
it to Europe.

Compounding the situation, many who have left their homes have settled in 
other areas of their homeland. By all accounts, there are 3.5 million internally 
displaced persons in Iraq and 7.6 million IDPs in Syria.

The Outreach Foundation is focusing our efforts on providing resources for 
our church partners in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan to care for neighbors – 
Christian, Muslim and Yazidis – who have had to flee to a safer area in their 
own country or find a haven across a nearby border. Funds have been used 
to build bread bakeries, drill wells, repair homes, provide heating oil, provide 
food, water and medicine and so much more to help the families driven out of 
their villages by ISIS.

We invite you to join with us in showing and sharing God’s love to these 
beleaguered friends. For regular updates on the refugee crisis, please visit our 
website at www.theoutreachfoundation.org. 


