


Kenyan staff who serve with The Outreach Foundation

Daniel Gakonyo – Project Manager
Daniel has worked with us for many years and has built many 
churches with us in East Africa. While Stu and Linda are in the 
U.S. fundraising, Daniel leads the work in Africa. He is a trusted 
friend and technical advisor.

Ann Muli – Product Supervisor
Ann keeps track of all the projects under construction which 
might be ten at any one time.  She started working with us soon 
after we began building churches and is also a trusted friend.

Christine Kerubo – Financial Manager
Christine takes care of the books and also does most of 
our purchasing. She ensures financial accountability and 
transparency.  She also sees that we have a budget for each 
project and that we live within the budget.

About The Outreach Foundation
Established in 1979, The Outreach Foundation 
exists to help Presbyterians pray effectively for 
mission, support Kingdom work with financial 
resources, and become personally involved in 
what God is doing  in the world.

Every project and missionary we support is 
directly involved in proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in word and deed. The Outreach 
Foundation is independently governed by a 
Board of Trustees, all of whom are pastors or 
officers in their respective congregations.

Although The Outreach Foundation is a 
validated mission support group of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), we receive no 
funding from the General Assembly. We 
depend entirely upon the generous financial 
support of mission-minded individuals and 
congregations, receiving gifts in our office and 
disbursing them directly to mission partners 
around the world.

Our Mission
Engaging Presbyterians and global partners in 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ.

Our Vision
Creating dynamic relationships that deepen 
mission passion and build mission capacity.

Convictions
•Jesus Christ is the only Lord and Savior.
•The church exists for God’s glory and God’s 
mission.
•The Spirit calls and empowers every follower 
of Jesus to live for him in the world.
•The church bears witness to the good news in 
word and deed.
•Biblical partnerships are built on mutual 
respect and sharing.

Priorities
•Building the capacity of global church partners
•Sending and supporting missionaries
•Caring for vulnerable children
•Expanding support for mission
•Transforming lives through mission 
involvement

Reaching Out
Reaching Out is published by The Outreach 
Foundation to inform friends and donors 
about our involvement in God’s mission. 
Subscriptions are offered free of charge 
upon request. To request a complimentary 
subscription, inform us of an address or name 
change, or for more information about our 
ministry, please contact us.

info@theoutreachfoundation.org 
www.theoutreachfoundation.org

“No one can return from Kenya without having 
experienced the Holy Spirit’s transforming grace.”

Kathy Keene
West Point, MS

Our Team:



Stu and Linda Ross have been 
working in Kenya since 1997. After 
retiring, Stu and Linda volunteered 
with Medical Benevolence 

Stu and Linda Ross, Mission Consultants, East Africa
      stuross42@gmail.com

Foundation and helped to build the 
Kikuyu Orthopedic Rehabilitation 
Center.  When it was finished they 
received a request to build a church 
not far from the hospital. They built 
that church through The Outreach 
Foundation and have worked with 
Outreach since 2000, living in their 
home in Kikuyu, Kenya, six months 
a year.

While in East Africa, with your 
help, they have been coordinating 
construction of churches, schools 
and water projects. They have a 
covenant relationship with the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
(PCEA) and do every project in 
partnership with them. They also 

“ Working with Stu and Linda and The Outreach Foundation in East 
Africa has provided one of the most life giving and Gospel centered 

mission partnerships FPC, Nashville has enjoyed. It has had a 
transforming impact upon our congregation.”

Todd Jones
Nashville, TN

have a relationship with Eglise 
Presbyterienne au Rwanda (EPR). 
So through these relationships they 
are working in Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Rwanda.

Part of Linda and Stu’s ministry is 
connecting Presbyterians in the 
United States with Presbyterians 
in East Africa through building 
projects. Each year they host 
building teams in East Africa from 
the U.S. and partner them with 
East African congregations to build 
churches and schools.  

As of June 2011, 145 churches, 75 
schools and 15 water projects have 
been completed.



“ The mission trip to Kenya changed the way I look at my own life.” 
Donnie Goff, Austin, TX



About East Africa….

The countries that make up East 
Africa are Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania 
and Rwanda. Most of our work is 
done in Kenya where we live.  All 
the countries in East Africa have 
very similar problems, including a 
lack of infrastructure, especially in 
regard to schools and water.  All 
of our work is done in partnership 
with either the Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa or the Eglise 
Presbyterienne au Rwanda. 

Kenya is the size of Texas and has 
a population of 41 million. The 

average annual income in Kenya 
is $800. There are forty different 
tribes and 40 different languages 
spoken although most educated 
Kenyans speak Swahili, English and 
their mother tongue. 

The PCEA is growing by almost 10% 
a year and currently has 3.5 million 
members. Their biggest needs are 
new churches and minister and 
evangelist training. We are in the 
process now of funding the training 
of over 600 evangelists.

In Kenya very few government 
schools have been built in the last 
30 years. There are not enough 
high schools to meet the needs 
of the growing population. In a 
typical Kenyan family, the boys are 
educated first, so many of the high 
schools we build are for girls.   

The challenges in East Africa are 
schools, churches and training 
church leaders. And there are over 
one million unreached people and 
many Muslims who have not been 
evangelized. 



Over forty churches and many 
individuals have helped to 
change the lives of Presbyterians 
in East Africa. They have built 
over 100 churches and eighty 
schools for Christians who didn’t 
have these facilities, working 
alongside and partnering with 

African congregations. We have 
partnerships with the Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa (PCEA) in 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania; also, 
we have a relationship with Eglise 
Presbyterienne au Rwanda (EPR). 
Churches have been built in all 
these countries.

You ask, “How can we participate 
in this ministry of building churches 
and schools”? This is very easy. 
Partner with The Outreach 
Foundation’s partners in East 
Africa. If you have a passion for 
mission, come and partner with us.
 

How can our Church make an impact 
in a place that is 10,000 miles from us?



“My first trip to Kenya 
changed my life, giving 
me a passion for mission 
and a vow to return 
again and again.” 

Carol Hinson
Thomasville, GA



Churches

“I have never experienced such love and joy for the Lord 
as when I am in the presence of our Kenyan friends.”

Melissa Brown
Houston, TX



There are many ways that your 
church can partner with The 
Outreach Foundation to build 
churches in East Africa. 

You can send a team that funds, 
builds and dedicates a mabati 
(metal) church that will seat 200 
people. Your team will build a 
mabati church working alongside 
your new partners in three days, 
and then on Sunday you will 
celebrate together the dedication 
of the church. Sending a team is a 
great witness to our partners. 

If you can’t go with a team, 
you can send your money, and 
The Outreach Foundation and 
our Kenya team will help the 

Offering hope and changing lives in 
East Africa through Church planting

congregation build their church.  
We’ll send you pictures of the 
church opening! The cost to build a 
mabati church is $7500.

TOF builds seven different church 
models and sizes ranging in cost 
from $7,500 to $60,000. In all 
cases, your East Africa partner 
provides the land and the church 
foundation, a huge commitment 
for them. All the churches are built 
in consultation with our East Africa 
partner churches. 

Most of the church buildings are 
also used as schools during the 
week.  The new church transforms 
a village and offers hope to young 
and old.

“ Working with 
Christian brothers 
and sisters in 
Kenya has created 
relationships and 
friendships that 
are now part of 
my everyday 
Christian life.”

Bert Crump
Jackson, MS



Water Supply

“My Kenya mission 
experiences were 
spiritually uplifting, 
rewarding, eye opening 
and life changing.” 

Ron Crick
Wilmington, DE



Water is one of the most critical needs 
in East Africa. It is also one of the most 
difficult commodities to obtain and 
maintain. 

Most of East Africa does not have access 
to clean water. Even in large cities like 
Nairobi water is rationed and sometimes 
not available. In the cities people resort 
to getting water delivered by large 
tankers, which are not clean, resulting 
in diseases such as typhoid and cholera. 
In the villages the mothers or children 
collect water, sometimes 2-5 miles 
away. This takes them away from more 
productive activities. Water is also very 
costly, sometimes costing up to 25% of 
the family income. By not having clean 
water readily available, children don’t 
wash and uncleanliness is an invitation 
to disease.

Drilling for water in most of East Africa 
is a very expensive proposition. A 
complete water borehole (well) costs 
about $30,000. To drill these boreholes a 
rotary drill is needed, and the wells go to 
depths of 200-300 meters. 

Outreach is also involved in helping with 
water catchment projects. We provide 
gutters, piping and tanks for water 
collection. A water catchment project 
costs between $2-$5000.

In all cases, whether drilling or 
catchment, the receiving congregation 
provides about 20% of the cost of 
the project. Also, where possible, we 
position the water project next to an 
existing church for sustainability and 
security. This makes the church the 
center of the community which it serves.

Water is life……



East Africans value education 
because they know it can give 
their children a chance at a better 
life.  Since the government doesn’t 
provide enough public schools, 
parents have to send their children 
to private or church schools which 
means they have to pay for tuition, 
books, and uniforms.  Church schools 
are the most affordable, but there 
aren’t enough of them.

Church schools provide more than 
a secular education.  They are a 

 Ministry through Education

vital means of spreading the Gospel.  
Church schools are known to provide 
an excellent education, so even many 
non-Christians will send their children 
to a church-sponsored school.

Church schools not only provide a 
Christian education; they also often 
bring parents into the church.  We 
concentrate on girls’ schools because 
girls are the last to be educated if 
the family is poor.  Kenyan’s have a 
saying,

     “Educate a boy and you 
educate an individual; educate a girl 

and you educate a family.”  

Schools

It is easy for U.S. churches to 
participate in building schools.  We 
build two classrooms at a time which 
costs about $6500.  The receiving 
congregation provides the land and 
money for the foundation which is 
about 50% of the cost.

Schools are a great way to improve 
the lives of people in East Africa by 
equipping them to make a living and 
proclaiming the Gospel.



“Each trip has been a new 
blessing, as I see and work 
with old friends, meet people 
new to the faith and finally 
enjoy God’s creation.” 

Boyd Shaw 
Jackson, MS





Scholarships at Kimuka
Kimuka is a girls’ boarding high 
school located in Maasai Land. We 
have a program at this high school 
that rescues girls from being sent 
to early marriage. This program is 
run with the help of the local Maasai 
chief. These girls are rescued and 
sent to our high school. Scholarship 
money keeps these girls in school. 
A scholarship for one girl for one 
year is $350. These girls are allowed 
to grow up and leave with a good 
Christian high school education.

Educational Material for Karai 
Orphanage Students
All 160 residents at Karai Orphanage 
need our help. They all need 
uniforms and books. A uniform 
including shoes costs $15.00. Text 
books and other educational 
materials cost $20.00 per student.  
Scholarships to boarding high 
schools are $400 per year.

Renguti Children’s Center Food
This is an elementary school that looks after 
AIDS orphans. 195 children are given a good 
education and receive a hot meal.  Their 
greatest need is food. We have currently run 
out of funding for this project, and any help 
would be appreciated.  We were giving them 
$125 per month.

Pwani High School Scholarships
This is a new girls’ high school built in the 
coastal area. It is the only Christian boarding 
high school there. There are many girls that 
cannot afford the very reasonable fees. If 
you would like to provide a scholarship, it is 
$500 per year.

Ilnargrooj Boys High School
This is a boys’ boarding high school located 
in Maasai Land. It is a new school and many 
youth in this area do not have the money 
to send their boys to school. A Christian 
education will have a great impact in this 
area. Scholarships to this school are also 
$500 per year.

Other ways you can impact fellow 
Christians in East Africa…

These projects have all been built by the Outreach Foundation



Not to do for others what they 
can do for themselves; rather, 
to strengthen the hand of our 
partners in East Africa for the work 
that God has called them to.  As 
we share gifts with each other and 
serve alongside each other, we 
each are built up for God’s mission. 
In all our work Outreach stresses 
building strong relationships -- 
which we hope will last for many 
years. 

Each year about ten groups travel 
to East Africa for 12 days. The 
10-person team typically works 
on two projects, a mabati (metal) 
church and mabati school. Nine 
days are spent working, and then 
the last three days are spent on 
safari, usually at a camp in 
Maasai Mara.

The focus of our work now is 
helping the PCEA to strengthen 
their ministry and outreach in their 

Why should your church send a work group 
to East Africa?

The Outreach Foundation • 381 Riverside Drive Suite 110 • Franklin, TN 37064
615-778-8881 • 615-778-8887 (fax)

mission areas -- in Maasai Land, the 
coastal area, Uganda and Tanzania.  
We have also begun new work 
with the Presbyterian Church of 
Rwanda.

It takes about 18 months to plan, 
organize and finance a work 
team. We are usually scheduled 
out twelve months. Contact us 
about coming and speaking to 
your church if you are interested in 
sending a work group. We always 
visit with the group at their home 
church for an orientation before 
the trip which focuses on what to 
bring, the work schedule, cultural 
information and partnership 
principles. A final orientation is 
done in East Africa. Depending 
upon the time of year your group 
comes, the cost is approximately 
$3000 per participant. Your 
church would also be responsible 
for funding the projects you are 
working on.
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